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1. Apologies and announcements

1.1 N/A — full plenary of ACNFP members present.

2. Meeting Minutes for 145t Meeting ACNFP/145/MINS

2.1 The Committee had agreed the minutes via correspondence of the 145th
meeting of the ACNFP held on 27th January 2021 and these were published
on the ACNFP’s website on 17" March 2021.

3. Matters Arising from the last meeting. ACNFP/146/MA

3.1 The Committee reviewed a CBD application received under the
novel food’s authorisation processes. The Secretariat thank the Committee
for their comments which will be collated, and a summary produced. This will
first be signed off by the Committee and then sent back to the applicant.

3.2 The Committee were provided with an update on ongoing work between the
FSA, UKAS and LGC. The FSA will be meeting with its partners to discuss
this work further in a couple of weeks.

3.3 Members were invited to consider and provide feedback on the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) consultation on the regulation
of genetic technologies. A GM working group was formed and their response

was an Agenda item for this meeting.

4. DEFRA consultation on the Regulation of Genetic Technologies

ACNFP/146/01

4.1 Between the 145" and 146" ACNFP meeting the ACNFP members formed
a 5-member GE technologies working group which produced a draft response

to the consultation.

4.2 Members were asked to consider the draft response to the DEFRA genetic
technologies consultation provided by the working group and to provide
feedback.



The Comments

4.3 The Committee expect GE products to be regulated. This could, in some
cases, be outside the existing GMO regulation if it could be demonstrated
that the product produced through genome editing could have been produced

through traditional breeding.

4.4 The Committee advised that GE products (even if outside of GMO regulation)

must continue to be assessed for consumer safety on a case-by-case basis.

4.5 The Committee discussed the fact that the current novel foods regulation
includes a risk assessment process that could potentially be modified to
create an appropriate risk assessment structure for genome edited products.

However, specific new guidance would need to be developed.

4.6 The Committee considered that, as a new and transformative technology, GE

and its outputs will need to be considered carefully for safety.

4.7 The final ACNFP response to the DEFRA consultation will be made publicly

available.

Action: These comments will be collated and used by the FSA Secretariat to edit and

re-write the consultation letter in line with the Committee’s comments.



5. Items for Information
5.1 Novel Food Policy Update Oral

6.1.1 The Committee was provided with an oral update on the issues under

consideration regarding novel foods.
5.2 GM Policy Update Oral

6.1.2 The Committee was provided with an oral update on the issues under

consideration regarding GM.
5.3 SACS Update Written

6.1.3 The Committee was provided with a written update on the activities
of the different SACs.

7 Date of next meeting:

7.1The next meeting is scheduled for 215t April 2021. The meeting will be online

due to concerns surrounding Covid-19.
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